AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY APRIL 5, 2010

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2009—10 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 2306

Introduced by Assembly Member Blakeslee

February 19, 2010

I . £ ot eat e relat
multiplepathway-programs—An act to add Article 11.5 (commencing
with Section 44388) to Chapter 2 of Part 25 of Division 3 of Title 2 of

the Education Code, relating to teachers.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 2306, as amended, Blakeslee. Multiple—pathway—pregrams:

Teachers: California Teaching Fellowship.

Existing law establishes various programs to recruit and encourage
individuals to complete the required education and training to serve as
elementary and public school teachers. Existing law requires individuals
teaching in public schools to hold an appropriate credential, permit,
certificate, or other document issued by the Commission on Teacher
Credentialing.

This bill would establish the California Teaching Fellowship, to be
administered by the State Department of Education, for the purpose of
encouraging graduates of postsecondary institutions and professionals
with backgrounds in mathematics and science to teach in the fields of
mathematics and science. The bill would require each applicant
accepted into the program to teach at a public school for a 2-year
period, during which time the applicant would be authorized to receive
a stipend from the department, as determined by the program budget.
The bill, notwithstanding the requirement that an individual teaching
in the public schools hold an appropriate credential, permit, certificate,
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or other document issued by the Commission on Teacher Credentialing,
would authorize individuals accepted into the program to teach without
a credential, permit, certificate, or other document issued by the
commission. The bill would require that each applicant, among other
things, not have been previously certified to teach, and not have
previously withdrawn from the program after the commencement of
training. The bill would require each applicant to pass the California
Basic Educational Skills Test, and to successfully undergo a background
check administered by the department. The bill would require that the
program be funded by revenue growth, as identified by the Director of
Finance, that is generated by increased economic activity from the
California Alternative Energy and Advanced Transportation Financing
Authority, as well as by private grants.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: ne-yes.
State-mandated local program: no.
The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Article 11.5 (commencing with Section 44388) is
2 added to Chapter 2 of Part 25 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the
3 Education Code, to read:
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Article 11.5. Teach for California Fellowship Program

44388. There is hereby established the California Teaching
Fellowship for the purpose of encouraging graduates of
postsecondary institutions and professionals with a background
in mathematics and science to teach in the fields of mathematics
and science. The department shall establish a highly competitive
application process, and shall administer the program, according
to the following:

(a) For admission to the California Teaching Fellowship, an
applicant shall, in addition to meeting any other requirements
established by the department, meet all of the following
requirements:

(1) The applicant shall possess a baccalaureate or higher degree
from a regionally accredited institution of postsecondary education,
and have a minimum overall grade point average of 3.0.

(2) The applicant shall be a citizen of the United States, or an
alien lawfully admitted as a permanent resident.

(3) The applicant shall be fluent in English.

(4) The applicant shall not have previously withdrawn from the
California Teaching Fellowship after the commencement of
training.

(5) The applicant shall not be certified to teach, shall not have
been previously discharged from the department, and shall not
have previously received an unsatisfactory rating as a teacher.

(6) The applicant shall undergo a background check
administered by the department.

(7) The applicant shall successfully pass the California Basic
Educational Skills Test.

(b) Each applicant accepted into the California Teaching
Fellowship shall teach either in the mathematics field or the science
field, in a school district maintaining kindergarten or any of grades
1to 12, inclusive, for a period of two years. During the course of
the two-year period, participants shall receive a stipend, as
determined by the program budget.

(c) Notwithstanding any other law, an individual accepted into
the program shall not be required to hold a credential, permit,
certificate, or other document issued by the Commission on
Teacher Credentialing.
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(d) The program shall be funded by revenue growth, as identified
by the Director of Finance, that is generated by increased
economic activity from the California Alternative Energy and
Advanced Transportation Financing Authority, as well as by
private grants.
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